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William Smith Daggett (1864-1912)

For the descendants of his daughter Dorothy Ann “Billie” Daggett

Wild (1900-1964)

By her granddaughter Janice Gallant nee Mattson

Early Years (1864-1889)

William Smith Daggett was born in Illinois in 1864. He grew up in

Dunleith, Illinois with his parents, sister and two brothers. When he

was 16 years old, the family moved to Allison, Iowa. William appears

in the 1880 census as a 16 year old clerk at the Allison railroad

station, where his father served as an agent. In 1881, he was a member

of The Brass Band of Allison, consisting of three cornets, a tuba, a

bass drum, a snare drum and five singers. Will Daggett was second

tenor.

William Smith Daggett moved to St. Paul, Minnesota as a young man.

He first appears in the 1887 St.  Paul city directory as a telegraph

operator. By the end of 1888, he was working as a United States

deputy marshal. Over the next couple of years, Marshal Daggett

appeared in the newspapers several times as he carried out his job of

arresting suspects, finding fugitives, transporting federal prisoners,

and so on. The young marshal must have been well-liked; the

following humorous article appeared in the St.  Paul Globe on

November 3, 1889:

Maj. Daggett, the United States deputy marshal, formerly made his bread

and butter while most people slept. He was one of the vast army of men

who work nights in this Northwestern metropolis. In those days the major
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lived in a furnished room, and every morning about 8 o’clock, as he

entered his apartment he found it in splendid condition. He lived

contented in his bachelor way until one cold morning he went home

unusually early and found his bed occupied.

The intrusion somewhat exasperated the major. He was in a hurry to go

to bed, but didn’t like the idea of “doubling up” with a stranger. He gave

the man in bed a sharp punch in the ribs which awakened him.

“What are you doing in my bed?” demanded the major.

But in reply the stranger simply stared at Daggett.

“Get out o’ that. You’ve got lots o’ nerve to come in a fellow’s room and

go to bed. Get up,” shouted the major. But not a word came from the

stranger, who seemed just as astonished as Daggett. Finally the man got

out of bed, took a pad of paper and a pencil from his coat pocket and

wrote the following message to Daggett: “I’m deaf and dumb. Be merciful

and don’t scare me to death. You can have what little money I’ve got if

you’ll get out of my room.”

Daggett read the message, shouted a few words which would melt these

type, and wrote as follows to the mute: “You are mistaken. This is not your

room. I’ve slept in this room for six months and paid the rent.”

Quite a correspondence followed between the two. Both were obstinate.

Both claimed to have paid the rent of the room, and both “kicked” for

possession. Finally the landlady was called in to settle the dispute.

“Why Mr.  Daggett,” she said, “it’s just this way. You’re never in your

room nights and I didn’t think you would care if I let this man sleep here

at night time. We always have the bed made up before you come in. But, of

course, if you have any —”

“Oh, you’re making too much money out of rooms,” murmured Daggett

as he started out to look for new quarters.
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William Smith Daggett

The Minneapolis-St. Paul Census War - Part 1 - Daggett’s Raid

(1890)

In June 1890, Marshal Daggett achieved some notoriety when he

became a central figure in the Minneapolis/St.  Paul Census War. In

1890, there was a fierce competition between Minneapolis and

St. Paul as to which city had the greater population. This wasn’t just

https://www.minnesotagoodage.com/voices/mn-history/2020/07/a-dramatic-feud-fueled-by-fraud/
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for bragging rights – there were financial and political implications –

and census takers (aka “enumerators”) were not above cheating.

Things came to a head in June 1890, when St. Paul officials learned

from an informant named Mason that the Minneapolitans were indeed

cheating on the census. Marshal Daggett and Mason were sent from

St.  Paul to Minneapolis in order to to arrest the perpetrators. From

American Heritage Magazine, July/August 1990:

Once across the river, Daggett and Mason walked to the Vanderburgh

Building, where Mason had worked. The deputy marshal left Mason to

guard the head of the stairwell, knocked on the door of Room 22, and

asked to see Ben Aarons, one of the enumerators whom Mason had

charged with fraud. Aarons identified himself. Daggett produced the

warrant for his arrest and read the charges against him.

“Aaron[s], who is very lame, did not make any especial demur,” the

St. Paul Daily Pioneer Press reported, “and Daggett read the names of

the others wanted.” Suddenly their boss, Edward Stevens, appeared.

“Then matters assumed a different phase,” the newspaper continued,

“and the eighteen or twenty men in and about the rooms… commenced to

mutter and talk about resistance.”

Daggett stepped outside to whistle for help from Mason. “As [Daggett]

attempted to re-enter the room Ed Stevens pushed the door violently and

tried to shut him out.” The door’s glass window shattered and cut

Daggett’s head. Drawing his .42-caliber pistol, Daggett “leveled it at

Stevens and the others in line with him, saying: ‘I’ll put a hole through

the first man who attempts to move through that door!’”

Naturally, the version of this encounter that circulated in Minneapolis

was far different. “After violently breaking in a door,” says the report of

the Business Men’s Union of Minneapolis, “[Daggett] found several

enumerators at work checking over their lists with the names collected by

the citizens’ committee… Not withstanding their surprise, the men quietly

prepared to accompany the officer, but that official produced a revolver

and subsequently boasted of his valor in making the arrest.”

https://www.americanheritage.com/census-war#1
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The incident marked a low point in the relationship between

Minneapolis and St. Paul. From an article in the St. Paul Globe the

next day:

Everywhere was denunciation of William Pitt Murray, Commissioner

McCafferty and Marshal Daggett. It will be a long time ere the names of

those three men will be with equanimity heard mentioned in Minneapolis.

They are all three cordially hated by almost every man who calls

Minneapolis his home.

Headlines in St. Paul Globe, June 18 and 19, 1890
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From another article in the St. Paul Globe that week:

To say that Minneapolis is stirred up, wild with excitement and

indignation concerning the arrest of the seven census enumerators who

were arrested at the rooms in the Vanderburg block Tuesday night by

United States Marshall Daggett…but feebly expresses the situation…All

sorts of wild rumors were afloat last evening…[One was that] Marshal

Daggett is to be prosecuted for forcible entry…

An interesting detail of this incident suggests that although Marshal

Daggett was capable of using force, he preferred using his brain. An

account of the incident as reported in the St. Paul Globe on June 18,

1890:

…Deputy Daggett went to Minneapolis early last evening, and called at

police headquarters, where he chatted pleasantly with Capt. Heim for a

few minutes. As he was about to leave he remarked: “By the way, captain,

I will have several United States prisoners when I leave, and I would like

to use your patrol wagon to take them to the union depot.”

“All right, you can have it,” answered the captain. An hour later a call

was rung in..and seven men and six large bags filled with paper were

found in the custody of the deputy marshal. Without the policemen making

any inquiry the men and bags were hustled into the patrol wagon and

driven to the union depot…Marshal Daggett said that when he went to

serve the warrants some of the men resisted him, and one of them struck

him on the forehead, cutting it slightly. He drew his revolver, and after

that he had no more trouble with them.

The hapless Capt.  Heim and his colleague Sergeant Kirkham were

roundly criticized for having trusted Marshal Daggett. From the

St. Paul Globe on June 19, 1890:

The failure of the police force in not divining at once the purpose of

Marshal Daggett’s visit to Minneapolis is attributed to stupidity and
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incompetence. Capt. Hein’s graceful tender of the use of the patrol wagon

to cart the arrested enumerators and the return to the depot to be carried

to St. Paul has been roundly denounced as a crime amounting to treason.

Sergeant Kirkham’s accomodating kindness in guarding the prisoners

while the marshal and his assistants went back after the bags of census

blanks is cited as another instance of lamblike simplicity that was taken

advantage of by the St. Paul wolves…

The Minneapolis-St. Paul Census War - Part 2 - Awaiting the

Hearing (1890)

The seven arrested enumerators were quietly released on bail awaiting

a hearing, which was held in late August. Some of the enumerators

went into hiding. Meanwhile, Daggett’s name appeared regularly in

the newspapers throughout the summer in connection with the census

case. Some of the more interesting articles follow.

From the Minneapolis Star Tribune on June 23, 1890:

Deputy United States Marshal Daggett might almost be numbered in the

Minneapolis census, so much of his time has he spent of late in this city.

He does not hide the fact either, as many times he has been seen in broad

daylight accompanied by another man, evidently attempting the detective

act. What their purpose is remains a mystery. Some are inclined to believe

that they are looking for “Ed” Stevens, but this can hardly be so, as they

could with but little difficulty have discovered his whereabouts. Others

imagine that they are hunting up other enumerators, but this has been

proven otherwise. Perhaps the real nature of their business, as a good

many people imagine, is the hunting up of evidence and the finding of

some papers which no one else but themselves claim to be in existence.

About noon yesterday Daggett was again in the city accompanied by his

faithful attendant. After a visit to the Nicollet House they proceeded up

Nicollet avenue, crossed Fourth street and took the motor. At Grant street

they got off and walked into a neighboring livery stable. After about 10
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minutes they came out and went towards First avenue. They proceeded up

this street to Oak Grove, where they crossed and then proceeded up

Nicollet as far as Twenty-eighth street, where a halt was called and a

short consultation held. They evidently decided upon a new plan of

action, as one went up Nicollet, while the other turned toward First

avenue. They met again on First avenue, and walked hurriedly to Nicollet,

where they just managed to catch a passing motor going down town. Last

night they could not be seen around town, and it is surmised they left for

St. Paul late in the afternoon, after a wild and unsuccessful goose chase

after something or somebody.
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From the Minneapolis Star Tribune, June 23, 1890

Daggett’s reaction to this article appeared on the following day in the

St. Paul Globe:
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Deputy Marshal Daggett read the “hop” story in the Minneapolis Tribune

yesterday with disgust. With its customary disregard for truth, that paper

published an alleged sensational chase which Mr. Daggett led a reporter

in Minneapolis on Sunday. Up one street and down another, out on the

motor and back on a street car, into stables and by-ways, the paper

represents to have chased the detective like the shadow of an avenging

angel, and all this time Mr. Daggett was at White Bear lake with a lady.

Such was the “tale of woe,” and it is reported that the opium joints have

been driven out of Minneapolis. [note: White Bear lake was a popular

resort town about 20 minutes from St. Paul by train.]

Also on June 24, this tidbit appeared in the Minneapolis Star Tribune:

One of the windows of the Palace Clothing company’s store on

Washington avenue south is attracting a great deal of attention on

account of the unique way in which it is decorated. The recent episode of

the capture of our census enumerators by Deputy United States Marshal

Daggett, of St. Paul, and his assistants is the subject of illustration. The

scene represents the marshal armed with a heavy revolver in each hand,

Uncle Sam stands in the background protecting the enumerators and

saying to the marshal: “Daggett, you can not do that kind of work in this

part of the civilized world.” St.  Paul is represented as a disappointed,

crestfallen boy who has failed to accomplish his purpose. Every figure is

artistically arranged and reflects a great deal of credit on the enterprising

manager, W.L. Rothchild, and his able assistants.

On July 18, from the Minneapolis Star Tribune:

Many strange rumors have been current in Minneapolis during the last

few days about the continual appearance of United States Marshal

Daggett upon the streets of the city. It is said that these daily visits are

occasioned by a search for evidence against several enumerators, whom

the marshal will arrest when the proper time comes. It has also been

reported that the local police are cognizant of these repeated prowls and

the reason therefor, but inquiry at headquarters failed to develop anything

definite in the matter. Supervisor E.J. Davenport disclaims any knowledge
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of Daggett’s presence in the city, and says there is no occasion for his

being here…

From the St. Paul Globe, July 19, 1890

On July 19, from the St. Paul Globe:

It was stated that Detective Mason and Deputy Marshal Daggett were

unusually busy and that wherever either of them went a dark figure slunk

after them. Daggett came down out of the Germania bank and went into

the custom house, and one of the figures furtively eyed him and then took

up a position near the stairs. When Mason went to lunch an unknown man

was at his heels, and when Daggett went home at night his footsteps were

stealthily dogged. Mason strolled down the street after supper, and a
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strange man strolled fifty feet behind him. Of course both Mason and

Daggett were aware of this espionage. They knew that Minneapolis

detectives, two relays of them, were shadowing every movement, but they

enjoyed it. The note books of these detectives must make interesting

reading.

On July 23 in the Minneapolis Star Tribune:

There were no new or startling developments in the census war yesterday.

Deputy Marshal Daggett and an assistant made their daily pilgrimage,

but kindly refrained from swooping down on any additional victims…

On July 27 in the Minneapolis Star Tribune:

It was reported yesterday that United States Marshal Daggett has been

trying to get a confession out of Hegman. He has played the friend to

Hegman, it is said, and tried to persuade him to confess, treating him to

frequent drinks, meanwhile, in the hope that he would become

confidential under the influence of liquor. The efforts proved futile, and

Hegman kept his own council. This attempt on Daggett’s part is regarded

as evidence that the arrests were made without sufficient ground.

Also in the Minneapolis Star Tribune on July 27:

Deputy Marshal Daggett has the making of a regulation Bowery

“Hawkshaw.” Not that he ever detects anything – far from it – but he goes

through all the motions in the good old fashioned way. His antics during

the census troubles in this city have been highly amusing. One of his

brilliant exploits was to take an enumerator aside, and telling him that

another enumerator had “confessed,” endeavor to scare him into

unfolding a tale. Having nothing to confess, he did not contribute to the

amateur Vidocq’s store of knowledge. Of late Daggett has been trying the

arts of conviviality with equal lack of success. Some of the enumerators

partook of his vineous hospitality, but having committed no crime they

had none to tell of. The Pinkertons are not likely to offer Mr. Daggett a

dazzling situation but he may be able to secure a job in the harvest field.
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From the St. Paul Globe on August 5, 1890:

Duluth, Minn. – Deputy Marshal Daggett, of St.  Paul, was in the city

yesterday, in search of one of the numerous census enumerators who are

missing from Minneapolis. He would not tell the name of the man wanted,

but said he was positive the fellow had been in Duluth, and was, probably,

being kept in hiding by some of his friends. Another enumerator who will

be wanted when the cases come to trial was reported to be working in a

restaurant here, but Daggett could not find him.

Later that month, Daggett gave notice that he was resigning as Deputy

Marshal, but would stay on the job until after the hearing regarding

the census enumerators. From the Minneapolis Star Tribune on

August 21:

United States Deputy Marshal Daggett has resigned his position. He will

retire on Sept. 1 and enter into private business, but what it is he will not

say, though it is reported that he will enter the service of Pinkerton’s

detective agency. Marshal Donahower says he is sorry to lose his

assistant, as he has been a very efficient officer.

The Minneapolis-St. Paul Census War - Part 3 - Court

Proceedings (1890)

A hearing for the case against the enumerators was held in

Minneapolis on August 26. Mason, chief witness for the prosecution,

was not present so the case was continued until the following

morning. As the court was being adjourned, Marshal Daggett caused

considerable excitement when he attempted to re-arrest the six

defendants and take them back to St. Paul with him. This incident was

covered in both the Minneapolis and St.  Paul newspapers. [note:

Baxter was the attorney representing St. Paul.]

From the St. Paul Globe on August 27, 1890:
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The matter before Commissioner Odell was the examination of the six

census enumerators arrested last week…Special Attorney Baxter, grave as

a sphinx, sat alone on his side of the table, while Deputy Marshal Daggett

flitted hither and thither, apparently unconscious of the angry glances of

the Minneapolitans who gathered about, glaring in hatred at him…

Detective Mason was not there, although he had been subpoenaed to

appear as a witness…In response to Odell’s inquiry, Deputy Marshal

Daggett said that he thought Mason could be found by today…“Then the

case stands continued until tomorrow morning at 10 o’clock,” said Odell.

That seemed to settle the matter. Not so. What followed was more

sensational. Mr. Baxter drew some papers from his inside pocket, handed

them to Daggett, and the latter went to each of the enumerators with the

command, “Follow me.” Everybody arose and began to depart, thinking

nothing more would come up that day, when the trumpet tones of William

Henry Eustis were heard from the hall shouting: “Stop that elevator!

Bring those men back here! You can’t do that!”

Instantly the room was in an uproar. Daggett had the men in the elevator

on the way to St. Paul under a new warrant. Threatening cries arose from

all parts of the crowd massed about the elevator, and it looked as if

Daggett would be assaulted. A moon-faced real estate man named

Wolverton was particularly loud in his cries of “Give it to him in the neck!

Give it to him in the neck!” at the same time keeping a safe distance

between himself and Daggett.

Amidst the turmoil Daggett and the six prisoners went back to the court

room…A demand was made that Daggett show his authority for making

his rearrests, and he read the warrant, which was precisely similar to the

warrant already in force, with the exception that it was made returnable

to Commissioner Morey, at St.  Paul…[Odell] ordered Daggett to make

the warrants returnable to him.

“This warrant will be returned only to Commissioner Morey, to whom is

it made returnable,” replied Daggett. “Deputy Marshal Hoy, see that

those men are in court in the morning at 10 o’clock,” commanded Odell.

“Mr Hoy is not a deputy marshal,” said Daggett. It seems that Hoy never
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has received a commission…but it is promised that he will have a

commission now…Odell then ordered Daggett to produce the prisoners

this morning at 10 o’clock, and court adjourned. There was a great deal

of commotion afterward, Wolverton again being the noisiest in his

demands for the use of tar and feathers, although but little attention was

paid to him…Denunciation of the attempted arrest was rife, but the crowd

soon dispersed, and Daggett went back to St. Paul without his men.

From the Minneapolis Star Tribune on the same day regarding the

same incident [note: Mr. Davis was one of the attorneys representing

the enumerators]:

The examination of the last batch of census enumerators, arrested on

complaint of Detective Mason, was begun before Commissioner R.R.

O’Dell at 2 o’clock yesterday afternoon…

Commissioner Odell – Marshal Daggett, is Detective Mason here?

Marshal Daggett – He is not…

Mr. Davis – Marshal Daggett, have you seen Mr. Mason today?

Marshal Daggett – I have sir.

Mr. Davis – Can you have him here tomorrow?

Marshal Daggett – I think I can sir…

The hearing was then declared adjourned until 10 o’clock this morning,

with the understanding that Detective Mason will be on hand at that time.

Just before the adjournment was announced Marshal Daggett had stepped

quickly along the line of seats occupied by the defendants, and everybody

was prepared for a coup of some sort, as Daggett intimated that a

surprise was in store during the examination…It was noticed that each of

the arrested enumerators started to follow Marshal Daggett, and had

reached the door of the hall when W.H. Eustis suspected some plot and

called out: “Hold on; hold on a moment. Let us see about this.”
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It appears that the deputy marshal had mistaken the simple countenance

of the hearing for a discharge of the defendants, and had again arrested

the men while passing along the little semi-circle of chairs, and each one

had started to follow him without the slightest resistance or protest,

evidently believing that it was a part of the prosecution.

In an instant there was a shuffling sound in the hallway on the 11th floor,

and Marshal Daggett’s game of previousness was blocked then and there.

He was informed that he could not take the men before another

commissioner while the cases were pending before Mr. Odell..

The crowd surged back into the room, Marshal Daggett as white as a

sheet…Commissioner Odell resumed his seat, and Marshal Daggett was

requested to show his authority for making another arrest of the men now

on bail. He handed out more warrants for each man sworn out by

Detective Mason and containing precisely the same allegations as those

in the complaints upon which the recent arrests were made…

Mr. Baxter, when he fully comprehended the situation, ordered Marshal

Daggett to waive the second arrests…While the whole excitement was at

its height, Commissioner Odell suggested that the accused might be

placed in custody of Deputy Marshal Hoy…when Deputy Marshal

Daggett called out: “He is not a Deputy United States marshal.” After the

adjournment the two met face to face, and Daggett was informed that Hoy

had supposed he was still in service, as he had not been notified of his

release, but was rather curtly informed that he was without authority in

the premises. Hoy finally concluded he was as much of a marshal as

Daggett, and after a few side remarks about throwing out of the window,

the two separated, and the performance was at an end for the present.

The hearing was re-convened the following day, but Mason was still

not present. A bench warrant was issued for his arrest, and given to

Deputy Marshal Gus Beaulieu to carry out. Beaulieu left at about 4

pm to retrieve Mason, but did not return to Minneapolis as expected.

By 7 pm, Commissioner Odell and others grew tired of waiting, so

court was adjourned until 10:00 the following morning. These
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proceedings were covered in both the St.  Paul and Minneapolis

newspapers.

Excerpts from an article in the St. Paul Globe on August 28, 1890:

The examination of the census enumerators before United States

Commissioner Odell attracted quite a throng of spectators on the eleventh

floor of the Guaranty Loan building at Minneapolis yesterday afternoon.

The excited talk at the attorneys the day before, when Marshal Daggett

undertook to rearrest the men upon other warrants, and the talk of

violence, had created the impression that there was likely to be some more

excitement, and everybody seemed to be on the qui vive. Marshal Daggett

appeared at the head of five deputies, and there were also a number of

police present to put down any incipient riot. So affairs were given quite a

warlike aspect, although the developments were rather tame…

…Commissioner Odell refused to grant a continuance. At this point

Marshal Daggett approached Attorney Baxter, and when stooping over to

deliver a message in his ear, the crowd caught the outline of a huge

revolver in each hip pocket, and a pleased ripple of laughter went round

the room as they thought of yesterday’s proceedings…

…Commissioner Odell intimated at first that he would continue the case

until morning, but finally made out a bench warrant, which was placed in

the hands of Deputy Marshal Gus Beaulieu, who left this morning in

search of Mason. He went to St. Paul about 6 o’clock. Word was received

that he had found Mason and had served the attachment, and that it was

defective.

At 7:30 o’clock Commissioner Odell adjourned court to 10 o’clock this

morning, although he had previously announced that he would stay all

night or until Mason was found, if necessary…

The St. Paul article went on to report that Deputy Beaulieu did indeed

find Mason and attempt to arrest him. However, Mason pointed out

that the warrant was defective because it had not been properly signed
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by Odell. Beaulieu agreed that Mason had a point and declined to

arrest him.

Excerpts from the Minneapolis Star Tribune article on August 28,

1890 regarding the same proceedings:

The exciting scenes of Monday had the effect of drawing a large crowd to

the court room in the upper story of the Guaranty Loan building, at 2

o’clock yesterday afternoon, the time set for the trial of the arrested

enumerators. Every seat in the room was taken when Commissioner R.R.

Odell called the trial of Ed A. Stevens, Thaddeus N. Dickey, and others.

Messrs. Shaw, Hart and Davis, the attorneys for the defense, were there

on the dot, closely followed by Prosecuting Attorney Baxter and Deputy

United States Marshal Daggett, with several stalwart assistants, evidently

prepared for business…

…It was decided to go ahead with the proceedings and a bench warrant

was issued for Mason’s arrest and placed in the hands of Deputy Marshal

Gus Beaulieu. This was about 4 o’clock and a recess was taken until the

marshal could report, the party meanwhile lounging about the court

room.

At a little after 5 o’clock the marshal telephoned that he had arrested

Mason in St. Paul, and it was decided to await his arrival…As the hours

lengthened out, the crowd thinned out…The monotony was varied a little

when Commissioner Odell deputized Sergeant S.A. Kirkham, M. Novack,

Bacon, J.W. Morrissey and Michael Hoy to act as officers of the court.

This was a sad blow to Marshal Daggett, who smiled and sneaked.

Finally, at a few minutes after 7, the commissioner also grew hungry, and

adjourned court until 10 o’clock this morning.

The crowd remembered Daggett’s threat of the early afternoon, and

lingered about the entrance to await the descent of the prisoners. Daggett

and his posse were there, too, but after a few mysterious conferences,

Daggett marched peacefully away with Ed Stevens. Marshals Hoy and

Sheehan paired off behind them and the excitement subsided.
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On the same day, the Minneapolis Star Tribune also had this editorial:

The agony is over. Deputy United States Marshal Daggett with his

unlimited nerve and his pocket-howitzer has been deposed by

Commissioner Odell, and Capt. “Mike” Hoy and Sergeant Kirkham will

make as many arrests as are considered advisable without outside

assistance. It was the scene of a life time to see Daggett smile as his

official head dropped. It had been gossiped about for hours that the squad

of police who were in the court room were there for a purpose, and

Daggett could not conceal his uneasiness, however persistently he puffed

at his cigarette. He was here, there and everywhere, and when at last the

new officers were marshaled in front of the commissioner’s desk to receive

their instructions, Daggett sauntered to a place at the rear of his superior,

Mr. Baxter, placing his feet on the latter’s chair. He had a smile on his

face, and such a smile. Even the grimaces of a sick monkey would be

uninteresting beside a study of it. When the commissioner finished

reading the appointment, the gentleman from St. Paul carefully examined

his armament and stole away amid the vociferous applause of his

Minneapolis friends.

From the Minneapolis Star Tribune, August 27 and 29, 1890
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The hearing was re-convened on the following day, but Mason was

absent yet again. Daggett’s boss, Marshal Donahower appeared and

announced that he was substituting Deputy Marshal Beaulieu for

Daggett on the census case. Marshal Donahower also said that he did

not recognize the Deputy Marshals appointed by Commissioner Odell

and that he did not need any additional deputies. After much

discussion, the census case was referred to a federal grand jury, which

was expected to convene in Minneapolis in September.

On August 29, an editorial on the census case appeared in the

Minneapolis Star Tribune:

It is high time that the authorities at Washington were truly and fully

informed of the unprecedented conduct of certain persons hereabouts who

claim to represent the judicial authority of the United States. Days ago six

young men, ex-enumerators, were arrested upon the charge of crimes

against the federal census laws. The complaints were prepared by Special

Attorney Baxter, who has been at work upon these cases for many weeks.

They were sworn out in the name of one Mason, a spy, who is the

prosecuting witness. The arrests were made by Deputy Marshal Daggett

of St. Paul. Baxter, Mason, and Daggett have been using every means that

the combined ingenuity of all the disreputable tricksters in St. Paul can

devise, to prevent these accused persons from having the examination that

it is their simple right to have. Baxter as attorney refuses to produce any

witness. Daggett as deputy marshal employs himself in keeping the

commissioner from reaching Mason with writs intended to bring him into

court.

These creatures, assuming to represent the United States government, are

engaged in the service of the St. Paul gang of conspirators, in preventing

the ordinary course of proceeding in such cases. It has been Baxter’s

purpose to secure the dismissal of these complaints in order to proceed at

once to serve new ones returnable in St.  Paul…[two long paragraphs

excoriating Baxter]…
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There is another person who needs summary treatment; and that is the

Deputy Marshal Daggett. If Marshal Donahower does not at once dismiss

this creature from the service for gross misconduct and abuse of his

position, then Mr. Donahower himself will be placed in an embarrassing

light.

One more brief article in the Minneapolis Star Tribune on August 29

delivered a parting shot to Daggett:

Sergt. S.A. Kirkham, or rather United States Marshal Kirkham, and

Marshal Daggett were talking together yesterday morning. In the course

of the conversation Daggett made the remark that he and his men were

well armed and equipped.

“Well, so are we,” replied Kirkham. “My men have all got tallow candles,

and if you or any of your men make a break we will shove a candle down

your throats and choke you to death. See?”

Daggett saw and subsided.

The following tidbit was in the St. Paul Globe on August 30, 1890:

Deputy Marshal Daggett received a large envelope yesterday bearing the

postmark of Minneapolis, and directed to “United States Marshal

Daggett, St. Paul, Minn.” He opened the envelope and found a scrap of

paper bearing the following:

Minneapolis, Aug. 28, 1890 – Mr. Daggett We wish you would resign, to

take effect: next Saturday. We don’t think you know enough to fill that

position. We have ordered you out of office any way. What will you take

for your guns?

The anonymous note did not disturb Mr. Daggett, as he is not susceptible

of being guyed to any considerable extent. He tendered his resignation

some time since to accept another position and is only waiting until his

services in connection with the census cases will permit him to withdraw

from the office and accept his new position.



22

Daggett resigned his position as planned on September 1, and his

appearances in the Minneapolis and St.  Paul newspapers became

much less frequent. Meanwhile, five of the seven enumerators arrested

by Daggett were not indicted by the federal grand jury and walked

free. The federal grand jury did indict 33 enumerators from both

Minneapolis and St. Paul, including two of the enumerators arrested

by Daggett. Those two men worked out a deal and pled guilty in

exchange for being fined with no jail time. A group of Minneapolis

businessmen paid their fines. A census recount was performed and the

results confirmed that Minneapolis was the larger city: 183,000 people

in Minneapolis versus 143,000 in St. Paul.

Marriage, Coxeyites and Red Thunder (1891-1896)

William S. Daggett appeared in the newspaper on a happy occasion in

the following year. From the St. Paul Globe on October 13, 1891:

William S. Daggett and Miss Anne Ryder were united in marriage at the

cathedral yesterday at 3:30 p.m. by Rev.  Dr.  Heffron, the pastor. The

occasion was a very quiet, but happy, one, attended by a gathering of the

immediate friends of the young couple. After receiving the

congratulations and good wishes of those in attendance, Mr.  and

Mrs. Daggett left immediately for White Earth, where they will at once

settle down to housekeeping. Mr. Daggett is at present connected with the

Chippewa Indian commission.
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Anne Ryder

White Earth was a town on the White Earth Indian reservation, about

230 miles northwest of St.  Paul. A few months after his wedding,

Daggett appeared in the newspaper in his capacity as secretary of the

Chippewa Indian commission. From the St. Paul Globe on January 1,

1892:
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W.S. Daggett, secretary of the Chippewa Indian commission, came to the

city yesterday from his post at White Earth on official business…

Mr.  Daggett said that about $30,000 has been disbursed on the

reservation in the past few days, and as a consequence the Indians have

plenty of money. Asked if the Indians are not great poker fiends,

Mr. Daggett replied in the affirmative, and said it was a common sight to

see twenty games going on at once in a tepee or house. The men sit on the

ground and play on blankets. Some of the Indians are experts at the game,

and most of the money soon finds its way into the hands of the few. When

this happens, the games are fewer and the stakes are large. The ante

among these is often $5 or $10, and hundreds of dollars are won and lost

at a single sitting.

By the time of their first wedding anniversary, the Daggetts had

returned from White Earth and were living in St.  Paul, with W.S.

Daggett now employed as a detective. A son, Paul Edwin, was born to

the Daggetts in January 1893. By June 1894, Daggett was a Deputy

United States marshal again, but he was now based in Fargo, North

Dakota instead of St. Paul.

In 1894, the country was in the middle of a four-year economic

depression that was the worst in United States history to that time. A

populist named Jacob Coxey led a protest march of unemployed

workers to Washington, D.C. in May 1894, and the term Coxeyite

came to be used for militant unemployed men of the time, many of

them former railroad workers. Deputy Marshal Daggett was involved

in subduing the Coxeyites in North Dakota and appeared in many

newspaper articles in June 1894.

From the St. Paul Globe on June 13:

Fargo, N.D., June 12 – Deputy Marshal Daggett has subpoenaed forty

men, and will leave at once for Bismarck to aid in dispersing Coxeyites,

who refuse to allow trains to run through on the Northern Pacific. He has

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panic_of_1893
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacob_S._Coxey_Sr.
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orders to clear the tracks of all obstructions, and the men are armed to

the teeth. the situation is reported critical.

Deputy Marshal Daggett left for Bismarck with sixty deputies. Others will

be picked up en route, and his force will number 150 when the capital is

reached…United States officers here have received word that the

Coxeyites are piling ties upon the track to prevent trains running through

without stopping, as the through passenger did today…

From the Bismarck Weekly Tribune on June 15:

The arrival of train No.  1 this morning brought eighty deputy United

States marshals, to look after the preservation of order, and take care of

whoever of Coxey’s army who may feel inspired to seize trains. Deputy

Marshal Daggett, who is one of the best officials in the state and who has

had his share of experience with troubles and disturbances of the kind,

was with the men…

The Coxeyites left Bismarck on stolen handcars before Daggett and

his men arrived. They followed the Coxeyites, and apprehended them

in Dawson, about 50 miles east of Bismarck. From the St. Paul Daily

Globe on June 18, 1894:

Jamestown, N.D. – The shooting at Dawson by Coxey men occurred

yesterday. One deputy had a ball sent through his clothing, but was

uninjured. Another deputy, F.N. Stacy, was slightly burned in the back by

a rifle ball passing through his clothing. Another deputy was hurt on the

head by a fish plate. Eight men, charged with stealing a Northern Pacific

engine and train, were captured here today and taken to Bismarck tonight

by Deputy Marshal Daggett.

Finally, from the Bismarck Weekly Tribune on September 14, 1894:

Deputy Marshal Daggett is looking after the payment of bills incurred in

the Coxey troubles, to-day, and says the total expense in the state from the

invasion of the army will run up to about $11,500.
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Anne Ryder Daggett, William Smith Daggett, and their son

Paul Edwin, about 1894

In September 1894, Daggett was arrested on a charge of libel. From

the St. Paul Daily Globe, September 18, 1894:

Fargo, N.D. – A Fargo attorney, Taylor Crum, today swore out a warrant

for the arrest of Deputy United States Marshal W.S. Daggett on the charge
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of criminal libel. The two have been at loggerheads some time, and, in the

Sunday Argus, Daggett, replying to an attack by Crum, styled the latter as

a deadbeat and a blackmailing apology for a lawyer. Crum waives other

assumptions, and bases his complaint on the charge that he is a

blackmailer. Daggett is in Minneapolis, but papers will be served

immediately upon his return.

From the Bismarck Weekly Tribune, September 21, 1894:

Taylor Crum, the Fargo attorney, has had Deputy U.S. Marshal Daggett

arrested for criminal libel.

A few days later, the case against Daggett was dismissed. From the

St. Paul Globe, September 26, 1894 [note: “Blind pig” was a slang

term for lower class establishments which illegally served liquor.]:

Fargo, N.D., Sept. 25 – The action for criminal libel brought by Attorney

Taylor Crum against Chief Deputy United States Marshal W.S. Daggett

was heard before Judge Geary today. Daggett, replying in the Argus to an

attack of Crum’s, styled the latter a liar, shyster and blackmailer. The

defense today endeavored to prove the charges. The evidence was highly

sensational. Several weeks ago a detective named Appo, of Thiel’s

Minneapolis agency, made complaints against a dozen blind pigs. Crum

appeared as counsel for several of the piggers. It appeared in the

evidence that Crum had shown Appo around and gained him admittance

to places, and then defended the proprietors when arrested.

The defense produced evidence endeavoring to prove that Crum had made

a false affidavit in court; that he had altered a judgment after it was

signed; that he had caused the disappearance of a portion of the

transcript of the court records, after swearing the transcript was

complete, and other testimony in justification of Daggett’s charges. At the

conclusion of the hearing the case was dismissed.

Several months later in January 1895, a columnist in the St.  Paul

Globe reminisced about the census war of 1890:
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In going through the hotels Saturday evening, I noticed three men who

were at one time very prominent participants in the greatest census fight

ever known, in the Northwest at least. Sitting at a writing table in the

Windsor was Ed Stevens, the cleverest worker Minneapolis could find to

manage her famous private census bureau. He had the bureau

systematically organized and “planted” on the top floor of a big building.

But Uncle Sam’s officers were given a tip, and Deputy United States

Marshal W.S. Daggett was sent over to capture the plant. He did it quickly

and successfully, and had several sacks of names hauled to St.  Paul

before the Minneapolis managers knew the raid had been made. Daggett,

who is now assistant marshal of North Dakota, was standing talking with

a group at the Windsor counter while Stevens was writing, and not far

away was the ex-best major, Eustis in earnest conversation with one of the

Washburn pushers. It was after Daggett had seized the census that Eustis

came into the noted case as attorney for Minneapolis and defender of her

right to make a census to suit herself. Incidentally Eustis was moved

along the slippery pavement several feet, as he alleged, by the applied

shoe leather of St. Paul policemen. After many years fate had thrown the

two Minneapolis stars into almost elbow contact with the man who once

they most heartily and cordially denounced for executing his duty. Yet no

word passed between them, for time has rubbed out the memory of those

exciting days of the Twin City census fight.

A couple of weeks after that column appeared, the Daggetts

welcomed their second child into the family. A daughter Martha Joyce

was born on February 5, 1895.

Marshal Daggett dealt with another dangerous situation in May 1895

when some native Americans threatened to attack white settlers in

North Dakota. From the St. Paul Globe on May 3, 1895:

Grand Forks, N.D., May 2 – The Indians about St. John are growing more

ugly, and the situation is becoming more serious. There are 300 American

Indians on the reservation, which is thirty by twenty-four square miles,

and 700 Canadian Indians have crossed the line. Chief Little Shell and

Chief Red Thunder want a fight. They are on a tear, and have commenced
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burning dwellings, barns and other property. The reds are driving white

people from the reservation.

Church’s Ferry, N.D., May 2 – United States Marshal Cronan left here for

St. Johns this afternoon with Deputies Daggett, Loomis, Leeech, Regan,…

The posse will go no farther than Rolla tonight, which is twenty miles

south of St. Johns…The breeds are encamped at Joseph Langan’s, three

miles west of St.  Johns…[Langan] has the reputation of being a fair

citizen and has much influence over the breeds, who say they will fight

before they will let him be taken. The deputies are each armed with a

Winchester and revolvers, are all picked men and will give good account

of themselves if necessary…

The situation was resolved a couple of days later with no loss of life.

However, Chief Red Thunder attacked Daggett with a knife while

being arrested. From the Fort Worth Gazette, May 6, 1895:

St.  Paul, Minn., May 5 – The Indian uprising has been squelched, and

without loss of life. Deputies were astir soon after daybreak this morning,

Marshal Cronin having decided that further effort at inducing a peaceful

surrender was misplaced and determined that if they would not surrender

their fort at Langans to storm it…The Indians asked for a conference and

were told that they must surrender unconditionally or fight. After some

deliberation they decided to surrender and eight of them for whom

warrants were ready were arrested and brought here this afternoon. The

others will be arrested later…Red Thunder made a desperate resistance

when arrested, attacking Deputy Daggett with his knife. It took three men

to handcuff him. He is 87 years old but almost crazy and possesses

maniacal strength…

Daggett spoke about this episode when he visited St. Paul a couple of

weeks later. From the St. Paul Daily Globe, May 19, 1895:

…Daggett was loath to speak about the recent Indian trouble, but did

finally talk…Concerning the capture of the breeds, he said: “It was a

mean report to send out that the marshals were trying to swell their fees,

when we were forced to strip for what we expected to be a fight for life
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and shoulder winchesters to serve civil papers. It was simply a question of

whether those chaps were to be allowed to stand off United States officers

or not, and Marshal Cronin determined to serve the papers and get his

men. As a matter of fact we only had warrants for three leaders – the two

Langans and Demarais – but the impression prevailed that we had

warrants for every man in Langan’s fort. That Sunday morning when we

surprised them by making a detour and coming on them from a direction

they did not expect, our party consisted of about forty men. Most of them

were stripped to an undershirt and pantaloons. Under his arm each man

had strapped a belt of Winchester cartridges, and around his waist

another belt with two revolvers and cartridges for them. Besides, we

carried spades to make breastworks; and if any one supposes that soldier

duty is agreeable for civil officers, even to swell fees, as alleged, he is very

badly mistaken. Had the besieged been Sioux Indians it is almost a

certainty that every man of the posse would have been killed. But the

breeds lost all desire for fight when they realized that the marshal meant

business.”…

A few months later, Daggett appeared in the newspaper in connection

with his old nemesis Taylor Crum. From the Minneapolis Star

Tribune, October 23, 1895:

Fargo, N.D., Oct. 22 – The case of contempt against E.E. Cole, proprietor

of Hotel Metropole, was taken up before Judge McConnell this morning

and took rather a sensational turn. A motion was made by the defense to

dismiss on the grounds that the fictitious name of Harry Appo was signed

to the complaint. Appo is a St. Paul detective who made things warm for

blind piggers some time ago. In support of the motion United States

Marshal Daggett was sworn and testified that he had looked Appo up and

found he was employed by Attorney Taylor Crum, a prominent attorney of

Fargo, to stimulate his legal business among the blind piggers, and that

his true name was A.J. Jenson, of Field’s Detective Agency. The case was

continued two weeks and Jenson will probably be asked to explain.

Fargo Castoria (1896-1900)
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Daggett continued to serve as a Deputy Marshal until about 1898.

However, in 1896 he became involved in a completely different

money-making venture: manufacturing and selling patent medicine.

At that time, Fletcher’s Castoria was sold by the Centaur Company as

a stomach remedy. In 1896, Daggett went into business with Jacob

Heinsfurter to manufacture “Castoria” in Fargo. Not surprisingly, this

brought them to the attention of the Centaur Company.

Ad in The Washburn Leader, Washburn, ND in June 1896

From the St. Paul Globe, September 24, 1896:

Fargo, N.D., Sept. 23 – Heinsfurter & Daggett, of this city, the firm who

have contested the patents of the Centaur company, of New York, on the

Castoria medicine, have made arrangements to incorporate, with a
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capital of $50,000 to manufacture Castoria. The factory will be located in

Fargo. Twin City capitalists are interested.

The case brought by the Centaur Company against Heinsfurter &

Daggett was decided in favor of Heinsfurter & Daggett. From the

Minneapolis Star Tribune on January 6, 1897:

The decision of Judge Lochren, in the case of the Centaur Company, of

New York, against Heinsfurter & Daggett, of Fargo, N.D., was filed

Monday with the clerk of the United States court. The decision is

favorable to the Fargo firm and gives them the right to manufacture and

sell a vegetable compound under the name of “Castoria.” The case is an

interesting one and dates from last April, when the Fargo firm began the

manufacture and sale of a preparation called “Castoria.” The New York

company known as the Centaur Company has for many years been

engaged in the same business and began the suit to enjoin the Fargo firm

from using the name “Castoria.”

…May 12, 1868, one Samuel Pitcher had letters patent issued to him by

the United States patent office, giving him the right to manufacture a

vegetable compound which was a medicine for babies and children. He

called the preparation “Castoria,” but did not have the name registered…

Therefore the court says that the letter patent having expired, and the

name “Castoria” never having been registered, the Fargo firm has a

perfect right to manufacture and sell the same preparation under that

name.

Heinsfurter & Daggett proceeded with their plans to manufacture

Castoria, while the Centaur company appealed the case. From the

Bismarck Tribune, July 13, 1897:

The Castoria company of Fargo has been granted articles of

incorporation. Jacob Heinsfurter, Angelletta Heinsfurter, William S.

Daggett and Anne Daggett are the incorporators. Capital stock, $10,000,

divided into 500 shares of $100 each.
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Several weeks later, a third child was born to the Daggetts. A

daughter, Marion arrived on August 29, 1897. A few weeks later, the

Castoria case was taken up by the court of appeals. From the St. Paul

Globe on September 23, 1897:

The case of the Centaur company against Jacob Heinsfurter and William

S. Daggett was taken under advisement in the United States circuit court

of appeals yesterday. This action was brought up on an appeal from the

United States circuit court of the district of North Dakota, and it involves

an alleged infringement of the trademark on a patent medicine known as

“Castoria.” The lower court found for the plaintiff company on every

count but one.

From the Bismarck Tribune on September 30, 1897:

Deputy Marshal Daggett of Fargo is still fighting the old Castoria

company, relative to the use of a name for the product of the Fargo

factory and in the meantime the sales of the medicine are on the increase.

The Castoria case was decided by the appeals court in early 1898.

From the Bismarck Tribune, January 11, 1898:

An interesting case has been decided by the United States court of

appeals in the matter of the contest as to the right to use the name

Castoria, in the making of patent medicine. The parties interested are

Deputy United States Marshal Daggett and Jake Heinsfurter of Fargo,

and they have been doing quite a business in the way of making this

medicine. As there is a big demand for it, and they can put it on the

market cheap – there is big money in it.

The Forum of yesterday says: The two happiest men in Fargo this

afternoon are Jake Heinsfurter and Deputy Marshal Daggett. A telegram

was received from the clerk of the U.S. court of appeals at St. Louis this

afternoon stating that the decision of Judge Lochren in their favor was

affirmed. This was handed down by Justice Brewer, who is considered the

ablest man on the supreme bench, and no wonder the partners feel good.
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This gives them the right not only to manufacture the medicine and use

the word “Castoria” but also to use the word “Pitcher’s” as well.

The decision has been hanging fire since last September, and while the

gentlemen have always been rather confident of winning, they are glad to

have it decided so favorably. A location has been secured, conditionally,

on the west side in Chicago, and the plant will be removed there, probably

within the next month and the work started on a larger scale. The material

has to be shipped here and as the bulk of the trade is in the east there is a

double freight rate. The Chicago location will be a much better one.

This favorable court decision apparently prompted Daggett to resign

his position as Deputy Marshal. From the Bismarck Tribune on

February 26, 1898:

Ex-Deputy Marshal Daggett reports that his Castoria plant will be

running full blast in Chicago by the middle of the month.

Later that year, Heinsfurter & Daggett were awarded damages. From

the Jamestown Weekly Alert, August 25, 1898:

Heinsfurter & Daggett, the North Dakota firm, got a judgment for

damages against the manufacturers of Castoria. The latter enjoined the

Dakota men from manufacturing the article but the injunction was

dissolved. The suit for damages was referred to Attorney Watson and has

been pending since last spring. The amount is said to be a good round

sum.

About two years later, from the Bismarck Tribune on February 8,

1900:

W.S. Daggett has retired from the Castoria Company, Chicago, having

disposed of his interest to Messrs. Heinsfurter and Hazen. Mr.  Daggett

will return to North Dakota and enter the law business of Tracy Bangs of

Grand Forks.
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I do not have any details of what happened to the Castoria Company

in Chicago or why Daggett left it. However, he evidently still needed

to earn a living.

Detective, Bucketshop Owner and Would-be Saloonkeeper (1900-

1912)

After leaving the patent medicine business, Daggett’s appearances in

the newspapers became much less frequent again. The Daggett family

moved to St Paul, not Grand Forks. And then in 1902, the Daggett

family moved to Minneapolis. In the Minneapolis city directories

during the early 1900s, Daggett’s occupation was listed as “detective”.

Two more children joined the Daggett family during these years: a

daughter Dorothy Ann was born on July 21, 1900. Another daughter –

Helen Mae – arrived on September 17, 1902.
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Anne Ryder Daggett and children, about 1903. From left:

Martha, Paul, Dorothy (in front), Helen (infant), Anne, and

Marion

In about 1906, Daggett became involved in a completely different

money-making venture: he established a “bucket shop”. According to

Wikipedia:

A bucket shop is a business that allows gambling based on the prices of

stocks or commodities. A 1906 U.S. Supreme Court ruling defined a

bucket shop as “an establishment, nominally for the transaction of a stock

exchange business, or business of similar character, but really for the

registration of bets, or wagers, usually for small amounts, on the rise or

fall of the prices of stocks, grain, oil, etc., there being no transfer or

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bucket_shop_(stock_market)
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delivery of the stock or commodities nominally dealt in”…Bucket shops

were found in many large American cities from the mid-1800s but the

practice was eventually ruled illegal and largely disappeared by the

1920s.

In 1906, the Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce decided to crack

down on bucket shops. At that time, the Minneapolis Chamber of

Commerce generated official grain quotations, and provided those

quotations via telegraph or telephone to grain brokers who subscribed

to this service. The Chamber of Commerce alleged that the bucket

shop owners were obtaining those quotations by surreptitious means,

and then using them in their businesses.

From The Minneapolis Journal, November 1, 1906:

Alleging that a systematic and fraudulent scheme has been entered into by

“bucketshop” market manipulations to obtain the official grain quotations

of the Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce, the chamber, thru its lawyers,

has asked for temporary and permanent injunctions restraining several

local brokerage firms from obtaining or using the official quotations of

the Minneapolis corporation…The defendants in the action brought by

the Chamber of Commerce are:…[list of 6 companies including “W.S.

Daggett, M.J. Brophy and Thomas J. Gibbons, co-partners”]…

Separate allegations are made against the different firms but the charges

are practically alike, and in each case the defendants are accused of

doing a “bucketshop” business involving the use of Chamber of

Commerce quotations, obtained “surreptitiously, wrongfully, fraudulently

and maliciously,” the complaint says…

From the Minneapolis Star Tribune, September 25, 1907:

A last effort is being made by W.S. Daggett & Co.  to stem the tide of

successful litigation which has been carried on by the Chamber of

Commerce against the various brokers who have attempted using its

wheat quotations.
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Several injunctions have been secured by the company, and then another

action was brought including all bucket shops and brokers in business

who had not been included before, in an attempt to clean up the field. For

the most part the defendant stipulated the facts and awaited a decision on

the former litigation, but Albert H. Hall, representing Daggett & Co.,

showed fight and put in an answer in which he claims the chamber is

doing an unlawful business…

I do not know how this litigation turned out, but Daggett’s occupation

in the Minneapolis city directory was given as “grain broker” through

1909.
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W.S. Daggett, unknown date

Daggett was sued in 1908 by an unhappy customer named Emma L.

Beals. From the Minneapolis Star Tribune, January 18, 1908:

Can a broker be compelled to produce his books on the demand of a

customer who has dealt in options, in order that the customer may obtain

evidence in a lawsuit against the broker?
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That is the question put up to the court in the action of Emma L. Beals

against W.S. Daggett & Co., which is to go to trial in the district court

shortly. The plaintiff in the case claims that certain money advanced to

the firm should be returned to her, and, in order that she may have proof

of all the transactions, she has made a demand upon the company to

produce all its books covering the transaction. The notice to produce has

been filed in the office of the clerk of courts, and the matter will be argued

at special term.

This case was decided in Daggett’s favor. From the Minneapolis Star

Tribune on April 24, 1908:

Judge John Day Smith has filed his decision in the case of Emma L. Beals

against W.S. Daggett and company, an action brought in the district court

to collect damages from the commission firm for failure to carry out a

contract on a purchase of stocks and bonds. The decision holds that the

defendants had fulfilled their part of the contract and was entitled to

judgment.

In 1909, the Daggett family appeared in the newspaper because of a

scary - but ultimately harmless - incident. From the Grand Forks

Herald, August 4, 1909:

Minneapolis, Minn., Aug.  4 - William Daggett, Minneapolis grain

commission man, who at one time lived in St. Paul, and Mrs. Daggett, are

now the happiest couple in the Mill City, just having located their 14-

year-old daughter, Martha, who was lost en route to Fargo, Friday last.

Mrs. Daggett sent the girl to Fargo for a visit at the home of Mrs. James

Grady. She placed her on a Great Northern train instead of the Northern

Pacific as arranged. Later, a telegram notified Mrs.  Daggett that her

daughter had not arrived and for hours the mother was distracted.

Another telegram followed, however, this informing her that the girl had

finally reached Fargo. The Daggetts live at 3505 Third avenue south,

Minneapolis.
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In the 1910 Minneapolis city directory, Daggett’s occupation was

given as a clerk at L.H. Cella & company, suggesting that he was

finally out of the “bucketshop” business.

William Smith Daggett died on April 1, 1912. From the Minneapolis

Star Tribune, April 4, 1912:

W.S. Daggett, aged 48 years, died Wednesday in his home, 3505 Third

avenue south. He is survived by his wife, a son and four daughters.

Services Friday at 10 a.m. in the Church of the Incarnation. Interment in

St. Mary’s cemetery.

Daggett’s death certificate listed his occupation as “grain broker”. The

cause of death was given as “chronic nephritis”.

Daggett’s premature death is a bit of a puzzle. A photo of him as a

middle-aged man shows significant weight gain - or fluid retention? -

since his younger days. His chronic kidney problems could have been

due to mundane factors like high blood pressure and diabetes. But it is

also possible that his kidneys were damaged by body blows during his

career as a deputy U.S. marshal.

Daggett had been in the process of opening a saloon when he died.

From the Minneapolis Star Tribune, April 5, 1912:

…William S. Daggett, who recently secured a transfer of license from

Olaf Nelson, 228 Washington avenue south, to 29 Fifth street south, died

Tuesday night, thus invalidating his transfer. Although the transfer was

granted by the council, he had not yet opened his saloon. The death of

Mr.  Daggett, it is said, simply invalidates the transfer, and the license

reverts back to Nelson, its original owner.

So what happened to Anne and the kids?
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Anne Ryder Daggett and children, about 1912

When William Smith Daggett died, his widow Anne Ryder Daggett

was left with five children, aged 10 to 19. What probably happened is

that son Paul stepped up and supported the family for a few years. The

1915 Minneapolis city directory shows the Daggett family still at the

same address where they had been living when W.S. Daggett died 3

years earlier. Anne is identified as “(wid Wm S)”. Paul’s occupation is

as a clerk at the Sullivan Coal Company. Anne’s name appeared in the

Minneapolis newspapers several times over these years in connection

with her volunteer work with the Minneapolis League of Catholic

Women.
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In 1917, Anne Ryder Daggett married a grain broker and widower,

William B. Hatch. As far as I can tell, W.B. Hatch was a legitimate

grain broker, not a bucketshop operator. Anne and W.B. Hatch lived in

Minneapolis for many years until W.B. died in 1933. By 1935, Anne

Ryder Daggett Hatch was living at St. Raphael’s Home for the Aged,

run by Benedictine nuns in St.  Cloud, Minnesota. She died in

St. Cloud in 1945 after a stroke.

So what about the kids?

Paul married Anne Gardner and they raised two daughters. Paul

worked for many years as director of Catholic Cemeteries and

executive secretary of the archdiocese of Minneapolis and St.  Paul.

Paul Daggett died in 1973. In his obituary, he was remembered as “a

Christian gentleman of the old school”.

Martha married, but tragically died in 1919 while giving birth to her

first child.

Marion, often called “Tot”, married a salesman Francis “Frank” Riley.

They lived in Minneapolis for many years and raised three children.

Marion Daggett Riley died in 1966.

Dorothy, often called “Billy”, married a farmer Edward “Ted” Wild.

They lived on a farm in North Dakota for many years and raised eight

children. Dorothy Daggett Wild died in 1964.

Helen married a salesman George Hocum, and they raised four

children. They moved to California in the early 1930s. Helen Daggett

Hocum died in Los Angeles in 1980.
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